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THEY SAY,
“THE RIGHT TO DIVORCE

SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED”
Wade Webster

INTRODUCTION1

Protagoras, an agnostic Greek philosopher who lived between 490
and 420 B.C., once declared: “Man is the measure of all things: of
things which are, that they are, and of things which are not, that they
are not.”2 Although his statement created a stir at the time that he said
it, it would not cause a ripple on the calmest lake today. The relativistic
and Humanistic world in which we live believes that man is the
ultimate measure of what is right and wrong.

It should be noted that our generation is not the only generation to
ever get too big for its britches. You may recall that Jeremiah spoke of
a generation which acted as if they were God. We read: “O generation,
see ye the word of the Lord. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a
land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will
come no more unto thee?” (Jer. 2:31). Jeremiah’s people got up one day
and decided that they were God. They decided that they did not need
to come to Jehovah any more. They thought that they could manage
things on their own. I am reminded of the words of poet William Ernest
Henley in Invictus, where he wrote, “I am the master of my fate: I am
the captain of my soul.”3 Jeremiah’s people had taken the helm and
they were headed for the rocks. Men today are doing the same. They
are acting like lords. However, the day is coming when they will meet
the Lord of lords. On that day, “every knee” will bow to the authority
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of Jesus and “every tongue” will confess “that Jesus Christ is Lord”
(Phil. 2:10-11).

Like Jeremiah, David spoke of a time when the godly man ceased
and the faithful failed “from among the children of men” (Ps. 12:1). He
recorded those of his day as declaring: “With our tongue will we
prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord over us?” (Ps. 12:4; cf. Job
21:14-15). Those of David’s day thought of themselves as lords of their
own lips. They would say what they wanted to say. Of course, we know
that they would have to answer to God for what they said. Jesus
declared: “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment” (Mt.
12:36). The argument of those of David’s day, that their lips were their
own, reminds us of one of the arguments made by today’s advocates of
abortion. Likely, you have heard these individuals argue, “It is my
body. It is my choice.” It is the same basic argument that was being
made in David’s day. Truly, there is nothing new under the sun (Ecc.
1:9).

The very first lie that the devil told man was about his being like
God. Moses records: “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall
not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil” (Gen. 3:4-5). The thought of being as god was a strong temptation
for mother Eve. In fact, it was at the heart of why she fell (Gen. 3:6).
Sadly, the subtle serpent is still tempting men with the same thought
today (Jn. 8:44). Like the “man of sin” that Paul warned the saints at
Thessalonica about, men continue to exalt themselves above “all that
is called God, or that is worshipped” (2 Thess. 2:4).

In the long ago, the psalmist recorded the future of nations that
forget God. He wrote: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God” (Ps. 9:17). As you may recall, when God
through Moses told Pharaoh, “Let my people go” (Ex. 5:1), Pharaoh
responded, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let Israel
go?” (Ex. 5:2). Of course, before it was all done, Pharaoh would know
the Lord and why he should have obeyed Him. In like manner,
Nebuchadnezzar forgot God. He took full credit for the building of
Babylon (Dan. 4:29-30). However, he would learn that “the most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will”
(Dan. 4:17). Sadly, our nation may have to be reminded of the same.
We hear a great deal about how great our nation is, but little or nothing
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about who made her great. In our pride and prosperity, we are denying
God (Deut. 8:10-14; Ps. 10:4; Pro. 30:9; Hos. 13:6; 1 Cor. 4:8).
America is great because God shed His grace on her. If God removes
His grace, we will go the way of all nations. In my opinion, we are well
on our way there now.

Someone has observed that a subject well-introduced is half-taught.
I think that this observation is generally true. Perhaps, it is even more
the case with a subject like Humanism, about which most people know
very little. Therefore, we are going to spend a fair amount of time and
space defining Humanism and discussing its basic tenets. Then, when
we get to the matter of divorce, we will understand how the Humanist
thinks and be able to compare what he thinks with what the Word of
God says.

Humanists have published two manifestos which state their basic
beliefs. Rather than quoting extensively from these documents to define
Humanism, I am going to appeal to an English dictionary instead. I
believe that the definition that I have chosen accurately sums up
Humanism. Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary defines “Humanism”
as:

A doctrine, attitude, or way of life centered on human interests
or values; esp: a philosophy that asserts the dignity and worth of
man and his capacity for self-realization through reason and that
rejects supernaturalism.4

Let us examine this definition more closely:

• First, please note that Humanism is “a doctrine.” Doctrine means
“teaching” or “instruction.” The word refers to “something that
is taught.” It is a “system of belief” or “dogma.”5 The word
“dogma” is especially revealing. “Dogma” refers to “a doctrine
or body of doctrines concerning faith or morals formally stated
and authoritatively proclaimed by a church.”6 Hopefully, this
long string of definitions has made clear that Humanism is a
religion; albeit, a false one. Especially note that Humanism
teaches doctrines concerning faith and morals. Humanism
teaches faith in man (pride) and freedom in morality (immoral-
ity).

• Second, please note that Humanism is “a principle accepted as
valid and authoritative.” Our world largely accepts the notion
that man is the measure or standard by which all things are



Wade Webster 427

judged. In other words, our world as a whole believes that man
determines what is right and what is wrong.

• Third, please note that Humanism is “a way of life centered on
human interests or values.” It is human interests and values and
not divine interests and values that are at the heart of Humanism.
How contrary this is to the attitude of our Lord. As you recall, in
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed, “[N]evertheless not as
I will, but as thou wilt” (Mt. 26:39; cf. Jn. 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; Heb.
10:7-9). Jesus’ attitude was not “my will be done.” Jesus did
always those things which pleased the Father (Jn. 8:29; cf. 14:31;
15:10; 17:4). Of course, He taught us to pray and to practice the
same (Mt. 6:10; 7:21). Not only is Humanism concerned with
human interests, it is based on human values. In other words,
man lives his life by what he decides is right, rather than what
God has decreed is right. This was the very philosophy that was
at work in the days of the Judges. We read, “In those days there
was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his
own eyes” (Jgs. 21:25; cf. 17:6; Deut. 12:8; Pro. 16:2). Solomon,
learned the hard way that the way that seems right unto a man
leads to death (Pro. 14:12). At the end of his life, he concluded:
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For
God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ecc. 12:13-14).

• Fourth, please note that Humanism is “a philosophy that asserts
the dignity and worth of man.” While we as Christians agree that
man has worth, we understand that what separates man from the
animals is that he was created in the image of God and possesses
an immortal soul worth more than the world (Gen. 1:26-27; Mt.
16:26). Furthermore, we understand man’s worth by the price
that God was willing to pay for his redemption (Jn. 3:16; 1 Cor.
6:19-20). Obviously, the worth assigned to man by Humanists is
not based on any of these things. They see man as a product of
evolution (not God), deny future existence (no heaven or hell),
and dismiss any notion of sin (therefore, no need for redemp-
tion). Truly, the Humanist has his feet firmly planted in mid-air.

• Fifth, please note that Humanism asserts man’s “capacity for
self-realization through reason.” The Bible teaches that man
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cannot direct his steps (Jer. 10:23). The way that seems right to
man, leads to death (Pro. 14:12). Solomon declared, “Man's
goings are of the Lord; how can a man then understand his own
way?” (Pro. 20:24). It is interesting in the context that Solomon
was discussing the fact that a “false balance” is not good. Yet, if
man determines what is right or wrong and can find “self-
realization” through reason, then why could not a man reason
that by cheating other men he could reach his potential (material
prosperity). Is this not what Enron and others companies have
done? If Humanism is true, then such behavior certainly follows.
However, we know that man’s way is established by following
the instructions of the Lord. The Psalmist declared: “The steps of
a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his
way” (Ps. 37:23).

• Finally, please note that Humanism “rejects supernaturalism.”
Humanists deny the supernatural. They argue that man is the
result of mindless evolution rather than intelligent design. The
Humanist realizes that if God exists, and created man, then man
has certain responsibilities to Him as creator. However, if we
made ourselves, then we can determine right or wrong for
ourselves. It should be clear that we did not make ourselves.
Some of us cannot even make a good peanut butter sandwich.
The Psalmist declared: “Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he
that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and
the sheep of his pasture” (Ps. 100:3). Furthermore, the Psalmist
understood a connection between being created by God and
having to submit to His commandments. We read: “Thy hands
have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I
may learn thy commandments” (Ps. 119:73; cf. 96:5; Ecc. 12:1,
13).

Obviously, much more could be said to define or describe Humanism.
However, this is sufficient to our purposes in this study.

As we turn our attention to the matter of divorce, we want to begin
by noticing a statement from Humanist Manifesto II. We read:

In the area of sexuality we believe that intolerant attitudes, often
cultivated by orthodox religions and puritanical cultures, unduly
repress sexual conduct. The right to birth control, abortion, and
divorce should be recognized. While we do not approve of
exploitive, denigrating forms of sexual expression, neither do we
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wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction, sexual behavior
between consenting adults. The many varieties of sexual
exploration should not in themselves be considered ‘evil.’
Without countenancing mindless permissiveness or unbridled
promiscuity, a civilized society should be a tolerant one. Short
of harming others or compelling them to do likewise, individuals
should be permitted to express their sexual proclivities and
pursue their life-styles as they desire. We wish to cultivate the
development of a responsible attitude toward sexuality, in which
humans are not exploited as sexual objects, and in which
intimacy, sensitivity, respect, and honesty in interpersonal
relations are encouraged. Moral education for children and adults
is an important way of developing awareness and sexual
maturity.7

Please note how Humanism connects intolerant attitudes with conserva-
tive religions and cultures. Conservatives and religious people, or the
“radical right” as they are referred to by liberals in our country, are seen
as cultivating or breeding hate. You see, the world would be so much
better if those who believe in absolutes would just go away. It is
interesting how often the Puritans get brought up in our culture.
Amazingly, they have not been around since the seventeenth century.
As an English major in college, I remember hearing about how the
Puritans put skirts on the curved legs of tables to keep them from
inciting lust. I also remember hearing that a book by a male author and
a book by a female author could not be beside each other on the shelf.
Then, there is the scarlet letter “A” for adultery buttoned on the breast
of Hester Prynne’s gown. Do you see the characterization that
Humanists are trying to make of religious conservatives? Humanists
want to present religious conservatives as extremists that are four
hundred or more years behind the times.

Religious conservatives are described as “unduly repressing sexual
conduct” by not recognizing the right to “birth control, abortion, and
divorce.”8 First, let us tackle the matter of birth control. While there are
some religious groups, like Roman Catholics, who are opposed to all
forms of birth control, most religious groups are not so restrictive.
However, there are some forms of birth control that are abortive in
nature. For example, morning after pills such as Preven and Plan B, are
abortive drugs that Humanists would include within the category of
birth control. Planned Parenthood calls the morning after pill an
“emergency contraception” and suggests that the drug can be used up
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to five days after “unprotected sex” (fornication).9 Religious conserva-
tives would clearly oppose this “birth control” on the same basis that
they oppose all abortion. Abortion is murder. It is the taking of
innocent life (Pro. 6:16-18; cf. Deut. 19:10, 13; Ps. 106:38). According
to Humanism, opposing abortion is “unduly repressing sexual con-
duct.”10 Abortion gives individuals the sexual freedom to do as they
want to do without worrying about a baby slowing them down. In
addition to birth control and abortion, religious conservatives are
described as “unduly repressing sexual conduct” by opposing the right
to divorce.11 Humanism would allow individuals to get divorced and
remarried as many times as they want, for as many reasons as they
want. In fact, if each individual determines his own truth, then there
would potentially be as many reasons as there are people. Yet, the Bible
clearly gives only one reason—fornication. Jesus declared: “And I say
unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornica-
tion, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth
her which is put away doth commit adultery” (Mt. 19:9; cf. Rom. 7:2-
3). It is important to note that Jesus gave this answer in response to the
question of the Pharisees concerning whether or not it was lawful for
a man to “put away his wife for every cause?” (Mt. 19:3). “Every
cause” would succinctly sum up the teaching of Humanism relative to
divorce. However, Jesus did not give His stamp of approval to the
assertion of divorce for every cause. He made it clear that man is not to
put asunder that which God has joined together (Mt. 19:6). From the
beginning, God intended for marriage to be for life (Rom. 7:2-3). When
asked why Moses gave their forefathers a writing of divorcement, Jesus
explained that He suffered them to do so because of the “hardness” of
their hearts. However, He went on to explain that “from the beginning
it was not so” (Mt. 19:8). God hated putting away then (Mal. 2:16), and
He hates it today. He hates what it does to couples, children, communi-
ties, countries, and congregations. Of course, we must feel the same
way about divorce that God does (Phil. 2:5). God hates it and so must
we. God gives only one exception, and we must not give more.

Please note that the big idea in Humanism’s “manifesto” is that of
tolerance. We read: “Without countenancing mindless permissiveness
or unbridled promiscuity, a civilized society should be a tolerant one.”12

Commenting on the tolerance of our times, Dorothy Sayers wrote: “In
the world it is called Tolerance, but in hell it is called Despair ... the sin
that believes in nothing, cares for nothing, seeks to know nothing,
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interferes with nothing, enjoys nothing, hates nothing, finds purpose in
nothing, lives for nothing, and remains alive because there is nothing
for which it will die.”13 Let us take a look at this description more
closely:

• Please note her description—“believes in nothing.” In Human-
ism, there is nothing concrete. There are no absolutes. Everything
is relative and subjective. As Christians, we must continue to
proclaim that God’s Word is truth and that men will be judged by
it (Jn. 17:17; 12:48).

• Please note her description—“interferes with nothing.” In
Humanism, every man is to be left alone to do what he deter-
mines is right or wrong. He is to be left alone to determine what
is best for him. As Christians, we cannot merely leave others
alone. We must do our best to “instruct” those who oppose
themselves (2 Tim. 2:24-26). Not only must we not have
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, we must
reprove them (Eph. 5:11).

• Please note her description—“hates nothing.” Nothing is to be
condemned under Humanism; except of course God, His word,
and those that believe in Him and follow His word. There are
things which we who are Christians must hate. For example, we
must “hate evil” (Ps. 97:10), the work of them that turn aside (Ps.
101:3), “every false way” (Ps. 119:104, 128), “lying” (Ps.
119:163) and them that hate God (Ps. 139:21-22).

• Please note her description—“nothing for which it will die.” If
there are no absolutes, then men are rightfully reluctant to give
their lives. Why would a person give his life for nothing? Why
would a man give his life for that which is open to interpretation?
In contrast, those who believe in absolutes are willing to die to
defend them. The early Christians died because they believed
that Christ was the Son of God and that God had raised Him
from the dead (Rev. 2:10, 13).

While it is true that there has been some intolerance in religion (the
Crusades and Salem Witch Trials are often cited as an example),
intolerance has not been limited to the realm of what is generally called
religion. Obviously, atheism and Humanism are also religions. While
I cannot speak for religion as a whole, I can point out that the Bible
teaches the Christian to “be patient toward all men” (1 Thess. 5:14;
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2 Tim. 2:24). The truth is to be presented in “love” (Eph. 4:15), “In
meekness” (2 Tim. 2:25), and with “longsuffering” (2 Tim. 4:2). Jesus
was longsuffering with the Samaritan woman and with the woman
taken in the act of adultery. However, He did not overlook or condone
their sins (Jn. 4:16-18; 8:11; cf. Gal. 2:14-15). We must follow in His
footsteps (1 Pet. 2:21; 1 Jn. 2:6).

Unlike Christianity, Humanism is very tolerant of sin. As noted
above, the Humanist Manifesto clearly declares that they do not “wish
to prohibit, by law or social sanction, sexual behavior between
consenting adults.”14 We are told that individuals “should be permitted
to express their sexual proclivities and pursue their life-styles as they
desire.”15 As long as it is between consenting adults, sexual activity is
deemed right by Humanists. Thus, adultery and homosexuality, meet
with no disapproval from them. In fact, these sins and others are
applauded by them. However, they are not approved by God or His
people (Ex. 20:14; Heb. 13:4; Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8; Lev. 18:22;
Rom. 1:26-27; Ju. 7). The flood (Gen. 6), Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen.
19), and other Biblical events should make it forever clear how God
feels about those sins and others between consenting adults. Under the
Old Testament, those guilty of adultery, even though they were
consenting adults, were to be put to death (Lev. 20:10).

It is amazing that Humanists speak of not approving of “exploitive,
denigrating forms of sexual expression.”16 It is astounding that they
claim to want “to cultivate the development of a responsible attitude
toward sexuality, in which humans are not exploited as sexual objects,
and in which intimacy, sensitivity, respect, and honesty in interpersonal
relations are encouraged.”17 Yet, within the same statement concerning
sexuality, they argue that individuals ought to “be permitted to express
their sexual proclivities and pursue their life-styles as they desire.”18

They want to have it both ways. They want unchecked freedom without
irresponsible and destructive behavior. They want to have their cake
and eat it too. They, by their own admission, do not prohibit in any way
sexual behavior between consenting adults. Obviously, in such an
arrangement, individuals get exploited. By definition, “exploitation” is
“coaction between organisms in which one is benefitted at the expense
of the other.”19 Just because adults are consenting, does not mean that
they are not being exploited. Are individuals not exploited in pornogra-
phy and prostitution? There is consent in both of these situations, but
exploitation still takes place. Contrary to Humanism’s claim, humans
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are “exploited as sexual objects.”20 Individuals are harmed mentally,
physically, and spiritually through unchecked sexual behavior. Do not
homosexuality, fornication, adultery, and other sexual sins denigrate or
cast aspersions on the proper sexual expression within the bounds of
matrimony (Heb. 13:4; 1 Cor. 6:15-16)? Does not the sexual activity of
unmarried individuals hamper rather than foster “intimacy, sensitivity,
respect, and honesty”21 in marriage? Do they not harm others? Clearly,
they do. Is this not what happened during the days of the Judges when
every man did that which was right in his own eyes (Jgs. 21:25)? Do
you not remember what happened to the Levite’s concubine (Jgs.
19:22-25)? Was this exploitive and denigrating? Clearly, this story is
Humanism, doing what is right in one’s own eyes, lived out.

CONCLUSION

Please note that the Humanist Manifesto further argues that “the
many varieties of sexual exploration should not in themselves be
considered ‘evil.’”22 Obviously, Humanism has great difficulty with the
word “evil.” After all, each man must determine for himself what is
good and what is evil. Under Humanism, what is good for one man
might be evil for another man, and what is evil for one man might be
good for another. Although Humanism has difficulty calling the many
varieties of sexual exploration “evil,” God does not (Lev. 18:22; 1 Cor.
6:9-11). For example, in reference to the brother at Corinth who had
taken his father’s wife, Paul wrote: “Therefore put away from among
yourselves that wicked person” (1 Cor. 5:13). Clearly, God does not
leave us in doubt as to this man’s actions. However, Humanism is not
nearly as clear. Good is called evil, and evil is called good. As you
likely know, Isaiah pronounced a woe upon those who take this
approach. He wrote: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil;
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isa. 5:20).
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